
tion. 

Joe worked as the Chief Estima-

tor for Span Master of Jervis B. 

Webb Company, Avon, OH for 

24 years. 

The past 30 years Joe has 

worked for Veterans rights. He 

testified before Congress in 1998 

and attended the inaugurations of 

the last 3 presidents. He was a 

guest at various White House 

functions. He served on the 

Board of Governors for the 

Ohio Department of AMVETS 

Service Foundation. He also 

served as the National Com-

     VERMILION ñ Josephus 

òJoeó Cornelis Vandengoorbergh, 

72, of Vermilion, Past National 

Commander of AMVETS, died 

Friday, December 18, 2009 at 

home, surrounded by his family 

and loved ones while under the 

care of Western Reserve Hos-

pice. 

He was born March 1, 1937 in 

Haarlem, Netherlands and for 

the past 40 years resided in Ver-

milion. 

Joe was European educated, 

spoke 3 languages, served in the 

Dutch Merchant Marines, and the 

U.S. Army. He was presently 

serving as a member of the AM-

VETS National Service Founda-

DAILEY, Clay E. - Born No-

vember 3, 1937, went to be 

with the Lord Saturday, Sep-

tember 26, 2009. Clay was a 

retired teamster, life member 

of AMVETS Dayton Post 24. 

Clay was Ohio AMVETS 

Department Commander 2005

-2006 and AMVETS National 

4th District Commander 2007

-2008. He also held numerous 

offices at the Post, District 

and State levels.  

Clay joined the U.S. Army at 

the age of 15 in 1952, serving 

in Korea 1953-1954. He then 

joined the USAF 1955-1959, 

serving Air Sea Rescue. He 

was preceded in death by his 

parents, Shirley and Vela 

(Allen) Dailey; brothers, 

James and Bill Dailey; daugh-

ter, Melinda Dailey; and son 

Brian (Tim) Bilyeu. He is 

survived by his children, 

Anna (Glen) Hamby, Cheryl 

(Bill) Maguire, Rebecca 

(Byron) Gray, Renee (Alvin) 

Angel, and Claylene Dailey; 

grandchildren, Melissa, Ra-

chel, Stephanie, Amanda, 

Tricia, Joshua, Marcus, Kath-

ryn, Trinity, and Juli; great-

grandchildren, Jerin, Carter, 

and Israel; cherished niece, 

Tonya Dailey; step-child, 

Angel; good friends, Bobby 

Jones, Tom and Alberta 

Gillispie; and the love of his 

life, Linda Dailey. Clay 

touched many hearts and will 

be deeply missed.  

PNC/PDC Joe Vandengoorbergh - laid to rest 
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Best wishes to 

the AMVETS 

family for a  

The Ohio AMVET    

Continued on page 6 
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Commander Merle Pratt  

Commanders Comments 
Hello Fellow Ohio AM-

VETS, 

  

Thank you, thank you, 

thank you!!!  I am so 

honored and proud to be 

representing the AM-

VETS Department of 

Ohio.  We are the great-

est AMVETS Depart-

ment in the Nation.  

Through the leadership 

of George Ondick, Rick 

Piscione and myself, the 

Department of Ohio has 

forged a great relation-

ship with the Ohio Na-

tional Guard.  MG Greg 

Wayt, Adjutant General 

of the Ohio National 

Guard, asked our Depart-

ment to develop a web-

site (ohiovetscan.com) 

where guardsmen and 

reservists can post their 

resumes and military-

friendly employers can 

post their job openings.  

This mini-Monster.com 

compliments the Career 

Centers at our Headquar-

ters and at our Posts.  

Len Proper was instru-

mental in this partnership 

with the Guard and con-

tinues to admirably over-

see the operation of our 

Career Centers.  Not only 

does AMVETS have the 

best Veterans Service 

Officers processing VA 

claims, we also are lead-

ing the way in providing 

other services needed by 

active duty personnel, 

guardsmen, reservists, 

veterans and their fami-

lies.  Please make contact 

with the Ohio National 

Guard Family Assistance 

Center in your region to 

coordinate support for 

our troops at the District 

and Post levels.  Contact 

information can be ob-

tained at: http://

www.ong.ohio.gov/

family/About%

20Us_files/2009.2.25_F

AC%20Map.pdf 

 

George, Rick and I re-

cently accompanied the 

Guard on a Boss Lift to 

Grayling, MI.  Thanks to 

the efforts of George, 

Rick and the National 

Headquarters, we were 

able to procure a three-

person crew from CNN 

to film the dayôs events 

and learn about our new 

website, career centers 

and observe the Guard at 

one of their annual train-

ing sites.  We flew from 

Mansfield in a C-130 

transport plane and 

around Grayling in a Chi-

nook helicopter.  The 

crew will edit all the day-

long shots into a two-

minute show which aired 

on CNN in August on the 

Wolf Blitzer Show.   

Wow, what an accom-

plishment! 

 

Some of us were fortu-

nate to represent the De-

partment at the National 

Convention in New Or-

leans, and at the NEC in 

Baltimore Maryland.   

Many acquaintances 

were renewed and good 

times had by all.  And, 

knowledge was learned 

by us to bring back to 

Ohio to improve our ser-

vices to Veterans.  In 

case you didnôt know it, 

our Department is the 

largest in AMVETS.  We 

have between 35,000 and 

36,000 members, which 

is approximately 20% of 

all membership.  Florida 

is second with between 

11,000 and 12,000 mem-

bers.   So, I want to thank 

all those who have led 

this great Department 

before me and helped 

build it to what it is to-

day.  I promise to help 

AMVETS Department of 

Ohio continue to grow 

during my tenure. 

 

I look forward to seeing 

many of you at the Mid-

Winter Conference in 

Columbus from February 

19th to 21st. 

CNN to film 

the dayõs 

events and 

learn about 

our new web-

site, career 

centers and 

observe the 

Guard  

T H E  O H I O  A M V E T  

http://www.ong.ohio.gov/family/About%20Us_files/2009.2.25_FAC%20Map.pdf
http://www.ong.ohio.gov/family/About%20Us_files/2009.2.25_FAC%20Map.pdf
http://www.ong.ohio.gov/family/About%20Us_files/2009.2.25_FAC%20Map.pdf
http://www.ong.ohio.gov/family/About%20Us_files/2009.2.25_FAC%20Map.pdf
http://www.ong.ohio.gov/family/About%20Us_files/2009.2.25_FAC%20Map.pdf


Sad 
Sacks, 
Sack-
ettes, 
And all 
others 
willing to 
listen... 
  
Well 
Sacks 
summer's 
over, Na-
tional 

Convention is over so time to really 
get to work. 
First off I want to say sorry about your 
luck on voting me as Saddest. It is 
Ohio's sorriest vote yet. I know 
our picnic will be over by the time you 
receive this but those that come know 

we always have a great time. 
We also try to get all units to pick up 
lottery books that Ohio Sacks sell. We 
really need help in getting these sold. 
It's the only program the State Sad 
Sacks have to raise money for nurses 
scholarships. We give  
out ten $500.00 scholarships each 
year we have enough applications. If 
you are interested in a book ask a  
Sad Sack for one. It's based on the 
evening Ohio 3 digit drawing and you 
can win every time your number is 
drawn. Minimum payout is $40.00 
each time you hit. 
  
Also Sack units: to avoid a dues in-
crease, national is going to penalize 
units not paid on time. We don't get 
60% of our dues until March and April 
which leaves the checkbook with no 

funds to pay out with. So 
if a unit is not paid by the end of Jan. 
which our deadline is actually Dec.31, 
as of 1 Feb it will $10.01 
instead of $7.01 per annual member. 
So lets try to get our dues paid in time. 
And yes the issue of cards has been 
addressed. You will get them in a 
timely matter. We are going to try for a 
two week turn around if not sooner. 
Hope to see all of you at  the Mid Win-
ter Conference in Columbus. Every-
one please try not to get there. I know 
you don't want to see me and our new 
corps of officers. We are one sorry 
sight to see. 
  
Your sorry chicken*%*+ 
 Jerry Cline 
  

Saddest Sad Sack Spouts off 

1st Vice Commander Comments 
Fellow AMVETS: 

Since my last arti-

cle, a lot has 

changed for me.  

Being elected to 1st 

Vice now put me 

in charge of mem-

bership.  In this 

regard, I hope to 

provide some ideas 

for increasing 

membership. 

  

Two years ago, the 

Reserves and Na-

tional Guard 

started having 

town hall meetings all around Ohio.  

They wanted to have a better relation-

ship with our communities  and VSOs, 

to help understand the role our service-

men and women play in world events, 

and to inform us of the needs of our 

veterans and their families as they re-

spond to these events. 

  

In response, we as AMVETS can make 

a big difference by providing young 

veterans and their families with support 

and help as our servicemen and women 

are deployed.  This is an 

opportunity to show our young soldiers 

and sailors what AMVETS is about. 

We also have a huge tool to offer in 

our Career Centers. 

We need young veterans, and this is 

one way to meet them.  I strongly en-

courage all posts to send members to 

these town hall meetings when they 

are in your area. 

Well, this is one idea to help member-

ship.  Stay tuned for more articles.  If I 

can be of help in any way, just call 

me. 

Bill Noltner 

Jerry Cline, Saddest 

Bill Noltner, 1st Vice Cmdr. 

Please be reminded that Resolution 10-01A passed at our 65th Annual Convention in New Orleans and will take effect on 

January 1, 2010 hence forward for the next Three years as written. 

Life membership dues, effective January 1, 2010, shall be not less than $180, Nonrefundable and payable to 

the post, of which 50 percent shall be forwarded to National Headquarters and 25 percent to the state de-

partment. As of January 1, 2011 this amount will increase to $200. 

 On January 1, 2012 this amount will Increase to $250. 

Life Membership Increase 
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Jim Graham, 2nd Vice 

Cmdr 

Programs 3rd Vice Commander 

2nd Vice Commander  VAVS 
As we start our 2009 ï 2010 AM-

VET year, I congratulate all of you 

on the tremendous successes we 
have had with various programs 

through out the last year.  My new 

position as State 2nd Vice is Vet-
eran Welfare Programs and I 

would like to start with the issue of 

Homeless Veterans for this article. 
  Did you know Forty-seven per-

cent of homeless veterans served 

during the Vietnam era. 
More than 67% served our country 

for at least three years and 33% 

were stationed in a war zone. 
  Although accurate numbers are 

impossible to come by because no 

one keeps national records on 
homeless veterans, the VA esti-

mates that nearly 200,000 veterans 

are homeless on any given night 

and nearly 400,000 experience 

homelessness over the course of  a 

year.  Conservatively one out of 
every three homeless who are 

sleeping in a doorway, alley, or a 

box in our cities and rural commu-
nities has put on a uniform and 

served this country and account 

23% of all homeless people in 
America. 

  With an estimated 400,000 veter-

ans homeless at some time during 
the year, the VA reaches only 25% 

of those in need, leaving 300,000 

veterans who must seek assistance 
from local government agencies 

and service organizations in their 

communities. 
  Each year, 2.3 million to 3.5 

million people have experienced 

homelessness in America. 

By taking 23% of that range for 

veterans, that would indicate there 

are between 529,000 and 840,000 
Veterans who are homeless at 

some time during the year. 

  What seems to work best are 
programs for the homeless and at 

risk veterans that are community-

based, nonprofit groups of veterans 
helping Veterans.  Since govern-

ment money for homeless Veterans 

are currently limited and serves 
only one in ten of those in need, it 

is critical that the AMVETS reach 

out to help provide additional 
support, resources and opportuni-

ties. 

helping your community. 

Although our social pro-

grams give us the opportu-

nity to come together in 

between our state confer-

ences and convention I also 

think that programs such as 

the White Clover, Task 

Force DVD, Americanism, 

and the Armed Services 

Blood Program (ASBP) are 

ways to support our troops, 

veterans, AMVETS Depart-

ment and our community. 

These are only a few pro-

grams that we can partici-

pate in; you can find many 

more programs with details 

in your guidebook or on the 

AMVETS website. 

 

Hello AMVETS Family, I 

want to take this opportu-

nity to thank you for sup-

porting me in the June Elec-

tion as your new 3rd Vice 

Commander. Being your 3rd 

Vice gives me the opportu-

nity to assist you in devel-

oping programs for your 

district and post that will 

help in unity, our troops and 

veterans, retaining and 

gaining membership, and 

T H E  O H I O  A M V E T  

Sandy Vorhies, 3rd Vice Cmdr. 

Yellow Ribbon Program  
The Yellow Ribbon GI 

Education Enhancement 

Program (Yellow Ribbon 

Program) is a provision of 

the Post -9/11 Veterans 

Educational Assistance 

Act of 2008.   This pro-

gram allows institutions of 

higher learning (degree 

granting institutions) in 

the United States to vol-

untarily enter into an 

agreement with VA to 

fund tuition expenses that 

exceed the highest public 

in -state undergraduate 

tuition rate.   The institu-

tion can contribute up to 

50% of those expenses 

and VA will match the 

same amount as the insti-

tution. For More informa-

tion go to the Yellow Rib-

�E�R�Q���3�U�R�J�U�D�P���R�Q���W�K�H���9�$�¶�V��

website using this link 

http://www.gibill.va.gov/

GI_Bill_Info/CH33/

Yellow_ribbon.htm  


