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December 3, 2009
Governor Ted Strickland
unveiled the Ohio Veterans
Hall of Fame plaques, in 3
small ceremony held in the
3 Vern Riffe Center, 77 South
High Street, Columbus, OH. o
The plaques, that list thedisplay for the public viewing.
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INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:

Hall of Fame
Fame Foundation, members of
the administration and legisla-

Testimonial 4

VA News 5

AMVETS in 7
Action

Commander@®s
Comments

names of all hall of fameAlso on hand for the unveiling
inductees, is on permanentcéremonies were members of

the Ohio Veterans Hall of

tors.

Past State Commander Austin Wilson laid to rest

WILSON,
Austin M.
Age 66 of
Hamilton
passed away
at his resi-
dence on
Thursday,
December
25, 2008 at
10:25 AM.
He was born

in  Hamilton
Ohio, May 14, 1942 the son of
Austin E. and Clara Lucille (Delaney)
Wilson. Austin was a veteran of the
U.S. Navy from 1960 to 1965, hav-
ing served on the USS Boston
CAG!, USS Richard E. Kraus DD849
and NAFAC Nantucket Island. He

Austin M. Wilson

was employed as a service officer at ton and Nathan Wilson of Middle-

Butler County Veterans Service
Commission for 25 years. Austin
joined AMVETS in 1968, where he
served in all positions on the Post,
District, and State level, including
serving as Department Commander
(1987-1988) and as the National
Executive Committeeman. On
March 13, 1962 he married Judith A.
Still. He is survived by his wife,
Judith A. Wilson of Hamilton; two

sons, Neal J. (Tina) Wilson of
Somerville and Randy Scott Wilson
of Trenton; three brothers, Larry A.

Wilson, Daniel W. Wilson, and

Douglas G. (Shoney) Wilson, all of
Hamilton; a sister, Doris M. Ratliff
of Hamilton; three grandsons, Ryan
Wilson and Cory Wilson of Hamil-

town; and numerous nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives and friends. He
was preceded in death by his par-
ents and two brothers, Richard and
Thomas Wilson. Funeral service
were held at the BrowrDawson
Funeral Home, 1350 Millville Ave-
nue, on Tuesday, December 30,
2008 at 2:00 PM with Past National
Commander William Boettcher
conducting the AMVETS service. the
family request memorials to AM-
VETS Post #1983, 914 Ross Ave-
nue, Hamilton OH 45013.

Photos on page 3



PAGE 2 Relaxation of Priority Group 8 Enroliment Restrictions
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Description

Public Law 110-329 provides VA additional funding to allow expanded enrollment opportunity for certain Prior-
ity 8 veterans who may have been previously denied enrollment in VAs health care system because their
V A income exceeded VAs means tests thresholds.

Health Care System The new provision allows veterans whose incomes do not exceed these thresholds by more than 10 percent

to enroll in VAs health care system. The new provision is expected to take effect this June and will be applied
retroactively to all enroliment applications received on or after January 1, 2009. These changes do not open
enroliment to all Priority 8 veterans.

Impact

A veteran who applies for enroliment after the effective date of the new provision (expected in June 2009),
does not qualify for a higher priority group and whose income exceeds the means test threshold (MTT) or
geographic means test threshold (GMTT) by 10% or less will be placed in priority group 8b (if the veteran is
0% service-connected, non-compensable) or 8d (if the veteran is non service-connected) and enrolled in
the VA health care system.

A veteran who applies for enrollment on or after January 1, 2009 but Defore the effective date of

the new rule,does not qualify for a higher priority group and whose income exceeds th
MTT or GMTT by 10% or less will be placed in priority group 8e or 8g and will not be en-
rolled in the VA health care systenHowever, the VA Health Eligibility Center will re
determine enrollment using the relaxed income restriatiorthe effective date of the new |
provision for those veterans who applied on or after January 1, 2009 and who have b
placed in enroliment category 8e or 8g. This approach will relieve veterans from having to
submit multiple enroliment applications for the same year. For those veterans who apply onlor
after January 1, 2009 and are placed into a rejected priority group due to income, VA enrqll-
ment correspondence will indicate that VA wilkdetermine enroliment after the effective
date of the new rule.

A veteran who applied for enroliment prior to January 1, 2009, did not qualify for a higher priority group and

whose income exceeded the MTT or GMTT by 10% or less will not be placed in priority group 8b or 8d,

rather the veteran will continue to be placed in priority group 8e or 8g. Veterans whose application for en-

|
|
rollment was rejected due to exceeding the MTT or GMTT and whose application was submitted and deter- I
mined prior to January 1, 2009 will need to submit a new application for enroliment in 2009 to take advan-
|
I
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tage of the relaxed income restrictions.
Additional Information

\ Contact your AMVETS Service Officer see Q&As on page 10 P
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A1l [F0EE A 100% Program Repdbinig again

Congratu|at|ons Ohio District Commanders did a stellar AMVETS posts. Everything from

i job in contacting posts and walking funerals for vets, memorial da
required to have AMVETS! The first Program ]them through thg r,::‘porting process.g activities, donations to vet homes)j
reporting period was a successful |ets do it again charitable donations, Scouting, Task
at least two venture. Under the direction of Com- Program reporting is not a new  Force DVD, and White Clover
mander Piscione, all of our Ohio AM-  concept nor is it a difficult job.  Programs, just to mention a few.
Veteran Service VETS posts reported on their activities.  Every post conducts some type ofa By your initiative the bar has

At a training session held during the program that meets the require- been set as high as it can go. You
Fall Conference in Hudson OH, we ments for reporting, so why not still have some time . Enter your

and one discussed the ease of online reporting. report? It takes little effort to make ~ programs now so together we
A sample report was made online and a sure your post gets the recognition canééé . .
Community Q.&A. session was conducted. it deserves. If you are reading this,
For those unable to attend, see your you or someone you know has  Keep Ohio at 100%
R AMVETS Career Center Coach or a access to a computer with online
Service programs Vice Commander or a District Com-  capabilities. That means you too can
mander . Each officer received training report your post activities.
per year on how to do online reporting and Aside from being required by the

each officer also did a hands session constitution and by laws, veteran

with actual program reporting. In the  and community service programs
first period the Vice Commanders and are a common place activity at most
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On December 3 2008, Govert

nor Strickland unveiled the
Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame

Plagues on display at the Rif
Office Building Columbus Ohi

Governor Strickland and Commander Piscione
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